Job Creation Idea #9:  Weatherizing Homes
Weatherizing homes – making them more energy efficient – can create good jobs, reduce energy use to improve the environment, and cut utility costs, so that low income homeowners and renters have more resources to support their families and to spend in their local economies.  Weatherization typically includes insulating attics, sidewalls and basements based on an analysis by a home energy auditor. Homeowners or renters may also qualify to replace their furnaces, refrigerators, water heaters, and old light bulbs with more energy efficient appliances.
  These changes can cut heating and cooling costs by 20 to 30 percent, saving residents more than $1,000 a year.   

Weatherization also represents a cost-efficient complement to energy assistance programs that help people pay their utility bills, by trying to reduce the cost of the bills instead.
The 2009 Recovery Act provided $5 billion in stimulus funds to the federal Weatherization Program to weatherproof apartments and houses over three years with the idea that the boost in funding for the program would create jobs, reduce energy consumption and cut energy costs for households and taxpayers.  According to the Department of Energy, weatherizing a million homes annually would also create about 78,000 jobs for a year at a mix of skill levels.  Although there were significant delays in expanding the federal program (because of delays relating to program requirements and because budget-strapped states had lost personnel they needed to get programs up and running), programs are figuring out how to boost demand among homeowners and get to scale creating jobs.
With a local commitment to ongoing funding, weatherization companies could commit to expanding to meet the need for their work over the long term.  Localities can also make weatherization jobs “good jobs” by requiring contractors to pay living wages and offer benefits, provide quality training and safe workplaces, and hire local residents, particularly in low-income communities and communities of color.

For more information about weatherization and making it work in your community, see these resources:
Apollo Alliance

www.apolloalliance.org
Green for All

www.greenforall.org
Center for American Progress

www.americanprogress.org/issues/energy
The Partnership for Working Families

http://www.communitybenefits.org/section.php?id=164
Green For All, “Understanding the Federal Weatherization Program”
http://www.greenforall.org/resources/reports-research/wap
Green For All, “Toolkit for Residential Energy Efficiency Programs”

http://www.greenforall.org/resources/toolkit-for-residential-energy-efficiency-upgrade-programs
Center for American Progress, “Green Collar Jobs in America’s Cities”
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2011/01/pdf/clean_contracts.pdf
Boston, MA:  Boston is among five cities in Massachusetts that have  established neighborhood-scale weatherization pilot programs.  Renew Boston provides residents with incomes between 60-120% of the state median with up to a $3500 rebate for insulating and air-sealing their homes.  Another city program, Action for Boston Community Development, provides even greater benefits, including fuel assistance, discounted electricity and telephone rates, and heating system assistance, to lower income families.  





Boston’s programs are among the  initiatives supported by the �HYPERLINK "http://massclu.org/../../../../../../boston_green_justice" \t "_blank"�Green Justice Coalition�, a partnership of community groups, labor unions, environmental groups, and other organizations that works to bring home energy efficiency upgrades and high quality jobs to Boston's low-income communities and communities of color. For more on the Green Justice Coalition, visit Community Labor United at �HYPERLINK "http://massclu.org/"�http://massclu.org/�














� Weatherization typically refers to simple improvements to a building while retrofits make deeper improvements, like combining weatherization with replacement of heating and cooling systems, to achieve even higher levels of energy savings.  Local retrofit initiatives are covered in another section on this site.








