Job Creation Idea # 8: Retrofitting Public Buildings
41% of all the energy consumed in the U.S. is used for residential and commercial buildings, for everything from heating and cooling to running lights and water.  While updated building codes and innovative standards for “green building” will help to improve energy use in newly constructed buildings, much of our existing housing and building stock is needlessly inefficient and wasteful. 

We can cut energy use by retrofitting buildings –replacing heating, cooling, and electrical systems, weatherproofing the exterior, and upgrading to energy efficient appliances.   In particular, retrofitting municipal buildings and schools can save local governments money, improve the environment, and create good jobs, especially in the hard hit construction sector.  Increasing the demand for products needed to retrofit buildings can also create jobs and revitalize the country’s manufacturing sector, to help grow our economy.   And investments to repair and modernize school buildings will improve education and safety for millions of children.  
The Center for American Progress estimates that a national goal of retrofitting 50 million buildings—40 percent of our building stock—by 2020 would directly and indirectly generate approximately 625,000 sustained full-time jobs and save consumers $32 billion to $64 billion a year in energy costs, or $300 to $1,200 a year for individual families.
  Localities can adopt standards to ensure that new jobs provide good wages and benefits, and that they go to local residents.  People United for Sustainable Housing (PUSH Buffalo), a member of the advisory council overseeing the implementation of Green Jobs-Green New York, a program to retrofit buildings in communities across the state, works to ensure that labor standards and community benefits are attached to the program.  Its local initiative, Green Jobs for Buffalo combines education, job training, and job placement with a focus on retrofitting affordable housing to develop career pathways in emerging sectors and support the revitalization of low and moderate-income neighborhoods.  
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Green for All

www.greenforall.org
Apollo Alliance

www.apolloalliance.org
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Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel recently announced a plan to retrofit up to 100 of the city's public buildings, upgrading lighting and mechanical systems, and inserting better water conservation technology. The initiative will revamp 6.5 million square feet of office space, creating almost 375 direct jobs and 1,100 manufacturing and related jobs.  Once complete, the energy retrofits will save tax payers an estimated $4 million to $5.7 million annually.
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