Job Creation Idea #1: Create a large scale direct job creation program like we did during the Depression.  
With millions of people unemployed, we need an aggressive program to put people back to work immediately while the economy recovers. The federal government should provide resources directly to states and localities to create jobs to meet existing community needs. For example, a city could create badly needed jobs in childcare, healthcare, maintaining our parks, or staffing libraries so they stay open more hours. Local communities should have flexibility to determine what type of work would most benefit them, and job creation should be in these areas. New jobs created should provide good wages and the chance for workers to build their skills. 

A direct job creation program designed to meet pressing community needs would help everyone in the community, including those who are hired into the new jobs created, and those who benefit from the services which newly hired workers provide. When unemployed workers get back on the job, they are earning wages that they will spend in their local economies, which helps local businesses and ultimately creates more jobs.
During the Great Depression, the government implemented a jobs program which employed millions of people while helping to build America’s infrastructure. President Roosevelt created the Works Progress Administration (WPA) which employed workers to build highways and bridges, develop parks and recreation areas, and provide electrical power to rural areas. Today, we still benefit from the legacy of this program and the new infrastructure it helped to create. 
We could create this type of direct job creation program again. In the 111th Congress, Congressman George Miller, Chair of the House Education and Labor Committee, introduced the Local Jobs for America Act, H.R. 4812, which would provide federal resources to states and localities to create jobs to meet pressing community needs, and to save existing jobs of workers providing critical services.  In this Congress, Representative Keith Ellison from Minnesota has re-introduced the Put America to Work Act, H.R.2368, which would also provide federal resources for direct job creation to meet community needs.  
Resources 

House Education and Labor Committee, Local Jobs for America Act Information Page 
Economic Policy Institute, Grants to State and Local Governments Would Boost Employment 
Congressman Keith Ellison’s Press Release about the Put America to Work Act 

